Abstract A large intraluminal thrombus within an otherwise normal sinus of Valsalva was diagnosed in a 41 year old man who was investigated for myocardial infarction. The thrombus was suspected by aortic root injection, confirmed by transoesophageal echocardiography, and treated surgically.
The advent of transoesophageal echocardiography has made it possible to detect during life atherosclerotic plaques protruding into the aortic arch and descending aorta'2 but pure thrombus in the thoracic aorta has rarely been seen. Appropriate treatment of patients with documented thrombi in the aorta has not been defined. We describe a patient with a thrombus within a normal sinus of Valsalva and the angiographic and multiplane transoesophageal echocardiographic findings when thrombus is present at this very unusual site. Laboratory data were normal (especially protein C and S, antithrombin III, platelet count, and haematocrit) except for cardiac enzymes (peak creatine kinase (2450 IU)), fibrinogen (9 g/l), total cholesterol (2-66 g/l). Anticardiolipin 
